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Ih. Richard M. lIcIbL€d<
Office of Surface l\4inirg
Reclarnatiqr and Erfmcenrent
Brcoks Towers
1020 l-sth Street
Derver, Ool_orado BO2O2

DEC 0 3 1986

Dtvrsr0N oF
OIL. GAS & MINING

Dear lvh. Hrclbrcok:

Tlre l4anti-La.Sat Natiqral Forest tns reryderded C;errvral Ooal Ocnparryr's Ivtine and
Reclamatior plan for T?act 2.

!e gosent to app rzal of the Pran subject to the stiplatiors dtscussed in tlre
Em/inmrnerftal A.ssessnent (EA) pmepaned tv tfre lqhnti-La.sar natiqrar Forest or April
23, L983 fc nrcdificatiqr of- Fedenat ooar rease SL-O62648 (enclosed). t[.r"
sbilrulatiors were included as special sbiprlatiors in Sectiorr 31 of the rncdified
lease isstred cr lr4arctr 3L, 1994.

we also have the follo,rirg ccnments on ttre tract 2 lr{ine plan r,ufrictr rreed to be
addnessed.

l-. lltre table of csrterrts at the begirudrg of eactr riolurne should have a titte
ard each of the clnptens shoild be nrlntcenea.

2. Sectiqr 3.3.8.L, page 3-S

At the tire, Gerrwal OoaI holds rp furttrer leases in tfie area
for acres filed with

trreareauof@

Federal OoaI Lease V'54762 fns been issrred to Gerrwal Ooat Oonpany. Itris
discrrssl-qr shCI.rId be nenrised accordirgly.

3. Sectisr 3.S.L.L, page 3-6

. ard sare, tre , cpenatiqr qr tnis perrnit area i
er.tr)ected to Ure c,rt^::eort or n trte fa.,O .rse.

It sftculd be disqrssed that there may be effects fmn subsidence.

ffiB
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4. Sectiqr 3.5.6, page 3-B

In a€itigr, Gerrvral Ooaf
pos

?. is reeded. Are ttrere specific npasures that will be
If so, tlrey should beane di-scr.rssed in the trainirg film?

discussed In thls sectiqt.

5. Sesbiqr 3.5.8, page 3-J-1

Ttre qlly renestable reqlrce hnobm to e:<isb qr the surface area is rrct
tnveanegativeffi

Ttris statenrerrt does rpt make sense as r,vritben.

Chapten 6, Table of Oorrterrts

The table of oqtterrts for the Chapten 6 appendix nu"st be charged to match
the table of cqrterrts at the beginnirg oi-O:apten O. Itre use of tables
and fign:res is jnterchargred

Sectiqr 6.4.1_, page 6-2

ftp of the miqe area is stsum qr plate 6-1 and in a
crcss-sectiqt on c-L.

Prate 6-l- is an ovenbuuden isopacfr map not a geologic map, and Figr.re C-1-
canrpt be folrd. A geologic map at approx-,-'itely-the scate as plate 6-1
shorld be added. nresr-unabry, rigr:::e b-r neterreA to here is ttre cross-
:""ts!* (Figure 6-L) lthich was ircruded in the atrpendix as ltenr 4. Ttre
tocatiqt of tfie crcss-secfion stp.fld be shor^rn sr Se geologic map.

Sectior 6.4.1_, page 6-3

- - - tfie Brackhawk Formatior is apprc:<irnatety 1,oo reet th-tqx.

Ttris strould be corresH to L,OOO feet.

Sectiqr 6.4.2, page 6-4

5he anticltrp and axis have a east-west
e tle t zgres are 1y oriented ncr{Jr-south (see

ard 6-3).

6 .

7 .

8 .

9 .

r_0.

Figure 6-3 and Itern 7, Idttich is labeled as Figr:re 8, sts^r ttre geologic
sbrrcture. Figlure 6-2 carnpt be fourd.

Sestiqr 6.4.6, page 6-6

See Plate 6-2.

Ihis Plate canrpt be foLuxd.



l-l-. Sestiqr 6.5.6.L, pagre 6-6

PendiT 6;1,=stroue tfre restrJ-ts of senrenal sanptes tal<en fron ttre floor
and rcof

Agperrtix 6, Itern L, is a gieneraLized stratigrapFric sectiqr. Atrpendix 6,
Itern 8, osltajns tfp results of the discus-sed- testing. This refenence
m:st be oonected.

Sectiqr 7.2.4, page 7-32

See Itern LO in qr letten to oStrlt, dated l€vremben 5, l-986, in response to
the Tract 1 l'Iid-Term Rerrier'r. Sjnce Csxmal Coal Acfiear{f diverts water
fmn Crardall Creel< for mjne r:se, they mrst assure that min:imuun instream
fLcmrs are allcmed to frcnv beycnd their pojnt of diversiqr.

me .watq usage qr the rca.d fon du* sr4pressisr has been redrJced b'!'
treatnent with rnagnesir-nr ctrroride. The 1r,-ooo gartor pen day usage nas
been refuced. flri-s secti-qr sho.lld be nerrised acordirgiy.

Sectisr 9.5, page 9-3

Sensititre plarrt fbdrysarun occi&rrtale var. canone has been located
adjacerrt to the perndt anea ard rnay, in fact, be jn the perrnit area.
fhis plant was rpt afussed in the ffact 1 Mine and nectamatiqr pran.

/s/ wiLLian H. Bolqf

for
REED C. GTRTSTEbISEN
Forest Supenzison

E:closure

cc: rd,Elt em,.tqr - Ittah Diwisiqr of oil, Gas, and !{intng, D-3

L2.

r_3.
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FIiiri!:(; iil,' iic SICi'; It'lr-:A!\iT Lr4pAci
Dl;cllil[.ii li,ollcg

I{OiitFICAIIOtr
F'EDr,rtAL COAL LttSE SL-O62648

Eir!:,{T cc.t!l;la, uT.,"!it
l6AliTI-LrlSAL ii.r,.TIOliAJ" FO&.E$T

O:r i ' irve-;..bcr 1r t.Jsii, {r:i:uei r}ra[ (:o&:psr:y tilcd a re(ues! rrith ebe
8U't to rno.iify iiedcrgl ccal lease SL-O626|$8. the eubject laaser are
located in El ie iaant i- l ,af l r . l  i iat ior: . rr l  t 'oreecr t ' r ice l .angcr Diecr ict t
Pr ice ,  Utah .

Gen'ral Coal Cocrpauy cofitrola Fcderal eoal leese sL-050655 loceted in
Valcntince Gtilch ulrich ie cpi,roxiaately l0 oileg rrorLh of r;ensalro
l'ederal coal leaee $L-062648 in Craridell Canyon. Genr.ral proposed to
trede SL-050655 contairr ing 80 aeraa in t .  l4 8.1 R.6 8.,  Sec. 13
for loc I  located i-n Scc. 6 an<t lot  4 loeated in bee. 5r T. 16 8.r .
R. 7 E.,  on the Rorth bounriary of their  Crandal l  Canyoo lcese
SL-052648. l i ie ccsbir ' .ed lots contain 75,23 6cr€8r Thc propceed
:nodif iest iorr  ie less clrarr  160 acres anri  ie eutni t ted purauant,  to 43
c ; i F . 3 4 3 2 . 0 - 3 .

/r  i t r reer S,:rv ice fu ' , ter i iscip, l in*ry !e. id i r3s evaiur i tsd t . i re - l rroposed

action anti an euviroua:ent,al eEueoaaenc (g.t) las bcen g,repareei.
Coplee of the environmeatal aseescuecrf sur,l oLher perci$€nc doeuueses
ere on file and evaLlable tor revies at ttre follouing locationsrb

Kar ' , t i -La gal  l ;a t  ional  Forest
Fo res t  Supc rv iec r r s  u i t i ce
5119 9it '-st lr ice [, iver i"jr ivr:
P:;ice, Utalr $45(iI

lrafrLi -l-a$ii I l ieciane I Fcrea E

Pr ice i .aqier  Dist r ic t
lO liocch uarborr Avanrre
Pr icer  ULah 845C1

T."ro alterrrativee lrcrs cEosi<iered by the lD Tea:l: rio actioa (vhich
rould allorr coal rtiriiog, on St-650$55 and irolacioa and ulSisaSe
tr l6gsl  of  t l ie resourc€ q,n Ltre .rc,Ji f icagion screage) ana the progoeed
acL iou .

iiittr <iuc qcnsldcraciotr tor cile issucg eud csr'rcerii.e gnd ocoer fnets
sdrrresserl in tira !.$., it has been deterurined co.rcco$r@nd the lcage
xr.vjificatiorr i.rovidin6. clrc.'- lease lrl-{i50655 iu relinquigtrrd. Tl;e
rnaditication is eubject to Llre uauag€meu! requireoente (iiScudard
Coal Leaee St ipulat ions) tound i : r  Appendir  C of che EA.

PurauanL to Elro tlationcl Elylasnnestel policy Act of 1969r a
deteruinatiorr has Leeri lraoe. tnrough t'he environrceutal asgeosnent
process l thaf Che propoged actloo vill soC creale any ri"g,nifieauc
in:pacte to the irunalr euviroruqenL. fui &rviroursentel Impacc Stdtesent,
ui l l ,  Lheretore, no! be rcquirc<i.  ThiE ,Jeteruinacion $rat baced oo
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consideration of a nunber of tactors that are di6cuesed in greater
detail in the environnental assece&ent. the prinary coneiderrtiong
are as fol lows:

1. Ttre proposed leaee modification vill noc be a major Federrl
action.

2. the proposed action can be irapleoenced nrithin the uanagcrnent
guidelines and directives specified in the Manti-La$al National
Forest, Ferron-Price Lan<! Marragerneut plan.

3. The lnterdisciplinary Teaiir did uoL idencify any concerue for
areheological nor paleoncological values; prine ferm, range, or
tiuber lands; chreaCened or endangeretl aninals and ptranta,
floodplains or wetlands; alluviaL valley floorr; nor [(ARE II f,urther
etudy areao niehin the project, area.

tmpleuentation of clris action may take place imne<tlaBely upon !'
approva l .  : . t .

l t ie decision ie subjece to adrqinistrat ive revies (appeal)  pursuang
to 36 Ctr 'R 211. 19.

Respons ib le  Of f i c ia l :

.n f
/s/T,A . Yoedercf

,J. ti. TIXIER
l . 

^ 'o'"

Dat,e

?(

ftf

Regional Forester
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESS},IENT
MODIFICATION OF FEDERAL COAL LEASE SL-O62648

GENWAL COAL COMPANY, INC.
EMERY COUNTY, UTAH

Lead Agency:  USDA, Forest  Serv ice
Mant i -LaSal  Nacional  Forest
599 l {est  Pr ice River  Dr ive
Pr i ce ,  U tah  84501

Respons ibLe  O f f i c i a l :  Reg iona l  Fo res te r
Incermounta in Reglon
324 25th Streer
Ogden, Utah 844O1

For Fur ther  Informat ion Cont ,act :  Dist r ic t  Ranger
Pr ice Ranger Dist r ic t
Mant i -LaSal  Nat ional  Forest .
1O North Carbon Avenue
Pr i ce ,  Ucah  84501

Prepa ra t i on :  B ruce

Reconnnend Approval:

Approved:

/ l
Dare: J/5, r I

Dare: ? /"  k '  -

Geo log i s t

Supervisor
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. Purpose 9r Need For Actton

Genwal  Coal  Company has f l led an appl lcac ion for  modi f icat ion of  thei r

Federal  Coal  Lease SL-O62648.  Ttre BLM formal ly  not i f ied the Forest  Serv ice

of  th is  pending lease rnodi f icat ion appl icat ion by corresPondence daced

July 30,  1981 (see appendlx A) .  Genwal  is  request ing the modi f icat ion

to permi t  n in ing of  the coal  reserves wi th in the proposed rnodi f icat ion

area in conJunct ion wi th proposed mine development  ln  thei r  adJacent  Fed-

era l  Coal  Lease SL-O62648 (see f tgures I  and 2) .

Tt re modl f lcat ion is  cont ingent  upon voluntary re l inquishrnenq of  GenwaI 's

lease SL-O50655 in Valent tnes Gulch,  T14S, R6E, Sec 13,  NETSI ' ' I ,  SETNI{ I '

SLM, concaining 8O acres. Itre exchange is reconuaended by the Forest Service'

BW, USGS and Genwal due to the Valenttnes Gulch lease being in a highly

scenic area and conpounded by the facc that access is a maJor problem. The

general  consensus ls  that  the modi f icat ion would lessen impacts to the

resources and provide for  the needs of  Che comPany.  (see f igures 11 2,

3 and Appendix B) .

Since lease SL-O62648 is  locared ent i re ly  wi th in the Manci-LaSal  Nat ional

Forest ,  Forest .  Serv ice concurrence is  requi red pr ior  to  aPProval  of  the

proposed modi f icat ion by BLM. This Envi ronmental  Assessment .  wi l l  determine

concurrence or  d isapproval  and establ ish Forest  Serv ice recommendat ions

and  cons t ra in t s  t o  be  i nc luded  as  s t i pu la t i ons  i n  t he  l ease  mod i f i ca t i on .

1.  Aut .hor iz ing Act ions

the proposed lease modi f icat ion wi l l  be under the author l ty  of  Ehe

fo l l ow ing  au tho r i z i ng  ac t i ons : I he  M ine ra l  Leas ing  Ac t  o f  Feb rua ry

25,  tg2} ,  as amended;  rhe Federal  Land pol icy and Management Act  (FLPMA)

of  1976;  the Surface Min ing Contro l  and Reclamat ion Act  (SMCRA) of

1977;  the Mul t ip le Minerals  Development  Act  of  August  13,  1954;  the

Departmenc of  Energy Organizat ion AcE of  AugusE 4,  7977;  the Nar ional

Envi ronmental  Pol icy Acr  (NEPA) of  1969;  the Federal  Coal  Leasing Amend-

menr.s Act  of  t976,  as amended;  the Act  of  October 3O, 1978 chat  fur ther

amended the Mineral  Leasing Act  of  t92O; and regulat ions:  T i t le  43

CFR Subparc 1821 & 3041,  Parr ,  3400,  Parr  28OO and TiEle 3O Parc zt l ,

Par t  7OO; the Ferron-Pr ice Land Management Plan and EIS of  May 1979.

2 .  Re la r i onsh ip  t o  Land -Use  P lann ing  and  Unsu i t ab i l i t y  C r i t e r i a

The lease rnodi f icat ion area is  loctaed wi th in Managemenc Uni t  A-3 the

HunEington Canyon Uni t ,  o f  the Ferron-Pr ice Land Management Planning

Uni t .  Management decis ions and guidel ines for  Ehis uni t  and for  aI I

Che "coal  lands"  are speci f ied in  the ' r land Management PIan,  Ferron-

Pr ice Planning Unl t ,  Mant i -LaSal  Nat ional  Forestr r .  Development  of  the

modi f icar ion is  conpat ib le wi th a l l  per t inent  management guidel ines

specl f led for  Management Uni t  A-3,  and for  Che t rcoal  landsi l  in  general .

Any future sur face d ls turb ing act iv i t ies wi l l  be contro l led to accom-

modate var ious management guidel lnes.

I
{

B,

i \ \
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As required by the Surface Min ing Contro l  and Reclamat lon Acc of  t977
and subsequent  regulat ions,  the Federal  Lands Unsui tabi l i ty  Cr i ter ia
were  app l i ed  t o  A rea  r rA r r  ( t he , ' coa l  l ands " )  o f  t he  Fe r ron -P r i ce  P lann ing
Unit as a part of the Environmental Statemenc and Land Management plan-
n ing  p rocess .  A  rev iew  o f  t he  Unsu i t ab i l i c y  C r i t e r i a  and  the i r  app l i ca -
t ion co the Ferron-Pr ice Planning Uni t  ind lcates that  none aPply to
the  subJec t  l ease  mod i f i cac ion .

B .  I ssues ,  Conce rns ,  Oppor tun i t i es

The ID Team l is ted on page 1O has rev iewed and d iscussed the a l ternat . ives
and thei r  ef fects on the envi ronment .  Based on thei r  knowledge of  the
proposed act ion the fo l lowing issues,  concerns and opportuni t ies have
been  i den t i f i ed .

1.  Hydrology and Water  Qua, l i ry

Subsidence can occur  due to undermining which cguld impact  groundwater

and sur face hrater  occurrence and qual i ty .

2.  Escarpment"  Fai lure

This can occur  i f  a  suf f ic ient .  amount  of  coal  is  noE reta ined on the

esca rpmen t  f aces  o r  as  a  resu l t  o f  subs idence .

3 .  Oppo r tun i t i es

a.  There Ls an opportuni ty  to mine coal  which otherwise may be unecono-

m ica l  t o  m in ing .

b.  There is  an opportuni ty  to rerminate lease SL-O5O655 (Valent ines

Gu lch )  v i a  Genwa l ' s  re l i nqu i shmen t .  Tha t  l ease  i s  i n  a  h igh l y  scen i c

area and would enta i l  s igni f icant  impacts upon resource values for

deve lopmen ts .  (See  f i gu res  I  &  3 ) .

Negat ive Declarat ion

The  ID  Team d id  no t  i den t i f y  any  a rcheo log i c  o r  pa leon to log i c  va lues ;

pr ime farm, range or  t imber lands;  threatened or  endangered animals and

p lan ts ;  f l oodp la ins  o r  we t l ands ;  a l l uv ia l  va l l ey  f l oo rs ;  o r  RARE I I  f u r t he r

sLudy areas wi th in the pro ject  area.  An archeological  survey has been

conducted,  and threatened and endangered p lanr  and animal  repor ts  are

ava i l ab le  i n  t he  P r i ce  Range r  D i s t r i c t  O f f i ce .

History,  Background or  Other  Informat ion

Surface developments near  the proposed lease rnodi f icat ion and future coal

min ing operat ions are covered in che Genwal  CoaI  and Br idge,  and Genwal

Mine Plan Envi ronmental  Assessments.  (See page 11 l is t  o f  references) .

Mineable coal  is  present  in  t .he ex is t ing coal  lease in boCh the Hiawatha

and Bl ind Canyon seams. The Hiawatha Seam is  6.0 feec th ick.  Approximately

lir:

c.

D .
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84O,OOO tons of  coal  is  ln  p lace wich 42O,OOO tons recoverable.  Thi r ty
f ive thousand tons were removed in the 1950's (about  2 acres) .  The lease
modl f icac ion area should conta in the ident ica l  seams.

Development  of  the proposed lease modi f lcat ion can be conducted ent i re ly
f rom underground.  No breakouts or  sur face fac i l i t ies of  any type should
be requi red.  Room and p i l lar  min ing techniques would be ut i l ized.  l t re
lease rnodi f icat ion t ract  rmuld be mined by an extension of  Gennalrs  pro-
posed min ing operat ions.

Presumably,  the coal  would be mined aE the same rate of  product lon and
wl th the same work force requi rements as the proposed mining operat lon.
lhese are d iscussed in deta i l  by Genwal 's  min ing and rec lamat ion p lan.

II. ALTERNATIVES

A. Al ternat ive One -  No Act ion

Considerat ion of  the t rNo Act ion ' t  a l ternat . ive is  requi red and by s€c-
t ion t502.14(d)  of  the Nat ional  Envi ronmental  Pol icy Act  of  t969 (NEPA)
and by CEQ guidel ines as l is ted in  the Federal  Register  November 29,  1979.
The i lNo Act ionrr  a l ternat ive in  chis  case,  would be denia l  of  the lease
rnod i f i ca t i on  reques ted  by  Genwa l  Coa l  Company .  Th i s  i s  t he  on l y . v i ab le
al ternat ive t .o  t .he proposed act ion.  Under the "No Act ionrr  a l t .ernat . ive,
the subject  lease modi f icat ion would not  be grant ,ed.  Min ing would cont inue
as previously  p lanned in lease SL-O62648.  Once Ehis development  is  comp-
leted,  min ing would recreac f rom th is  area,  iso lat ing che coal  reserves
in the proposed lease modi f icat ion.  As a resul t , ,  these reserves would
not  be mined and no renta l  fees or  royalc ies would be returned to the
government .  Lease SL-O50655 (Valent ines Gulch)  located in  a h ighly  scenic
area wi th access and other  coordinat ion problems r l .ay then be developed
and mined.  This development .  hrould be exrremely undesi rable f rom an envi r -
onmental  scandpoint .

B,  Al ternat ive Two -Propojed Accion

1 .  Desc r i p t i on

the proposed act ion is  modi f icat ion of  Federal  CoaI  Lease SL-062648
as  desc r i bed  i n  Genwa l r s  app l i ca t i on  f i l ed  w i t h  BLM.  l t r e i r  m ine  p lan
for  th is  lease has been approved.  the proposed modi f icat ion would add
the adJacent  nor ther ly  75.23 acres area to lease SL-O62648 (See append-
i x  A ) .

Federal Coal Lease SL-O62648 is located on the nort,hern side of Cran-
dal l  Canyon approximately  1t  mi les west  of  Stace Hwy 31.  Crandal l  Can-
yon is  15 mi les norch west  of  Hunt ington ln  Emery County,  Utah.  Both
propercies are federally-owned lands managed by che Mantl-LaSal Natlo-
nal  Forest ,  Pr ice Ranger Dist r ic t .  Legal  descr ipt ions of  the area being
d i scussed  a re  as  f o l l ows :

r
I

u



Crandall Canyon: Coal Lease SL-O62648, SI{tNt{t Sec 5i SEtNEt Sec. 6,
T165rR7E,  SLU,  Utah  Tota l ing  80  acres

Crandal l  Canyon: Proposed Lease Modif icacion: Sec. 5 '  Lot 4;
Sec .  6 ,  Lo t  I
T16SrR7E'  SLM'  Utah
Toca l ing  75 .23  acres

Valent ines Gulch: Coal Lease SL-O5O655, T14SrR6E Sec. L3, SLM' Utah
sEtNlrt,NEtswt
Total ing 8O acres

Figure [ ,shows the general  locat lon of Coal Lease 51-062648 and SL-O5O655-
Figure 2 shows decai led locat ion of the proposed lease rnodif icat ion.
Flgure 3 shows detai led locat ion of Coal Lease SL-O5O655, Valent ines
Gutch ,  ( to  be  re l inqu lshed) .

The mine workings under developmenc on Lease SL-O62648 provide the best
feasible means of access to the tract, .  The ent. l re south boundary of
the proposed lease modif icat ion is adJacent to lease SL-O62648. Both
known coaL seams would be accessibte with a rock slope entry i f
not mined from Ehe exist ing lease. Ttr is would entai l  surface access
Eo the proposed modif icat ion tract which could only be achieved
by bu i ld ing  access  roads  and sur face  fac i l i t i es  on  the  sceep s lopes
and cl i f fs present,  on the norgh side of Crandal l  Canyon. The relat ively
smal l  quant i ty of mineable reserves present within the proposed
lease modif icat ion could not jusci fy the economic and environmental
eos t ,s  assoc ia ted  w i th  these deve lopments .

2. Management Requirernents, Constraincs lnd Mit igat ions

The s tandard  sur face  proEecr ion  coa l  lease s t iu la t ions  w i l l  be
app l icab le  co  the  lease mod i f i c 'a t ion .  (See apPend ix  C) .

III. 'DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING ENVIRONMENT-AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

Environmental  factors-resource e lements d iscussed in th is  sect , ion are

those thac were ident i f ied dur ing the ID Team review. Ttre af fected envi ronmenf
is  general ly  descr ibed in the r rF inal  Envi ronmenEal  ScatenenE: Development  of

Coal  Resources in  Centra l  Utahrr ;  t ,he "Final  Envi ronmental  Scatement :
Ferron-Pr ice Planning Uni t ,  Mant i -LaSaI  Nat , ional  Forestr r ;  and the r l ,and

Management Plan,  Ferron-Pr ice Planning Uni t , ,  Mant i -LaSal  Nat ional  Forestr r .

The exis t ing regime is  fu l ly  descr ibed in the aforement loned envi ronmental
assessments involv ing Genwal  Coal  Cornpany mine p lan in  Crandal l  Canyon;  the

Valent ines Gulch,  1980,  Lease SL-050655 readjustment  EA;  and the Beaver Creek

Coal  Conpany ( t  mi1e east  & south) ,  1981 Emergency Coal  Lease U-48492,
EA.
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A. Hydrology and Water  Resources

the lease modif icat ion is within the Crandal l  Creek and Huntington Canyon
drainages. Groundwater in the area of the lease modif icat ion is general ly
o f  good qua l i ry .

IV. ENVIROryUENTAL CONSEQUENCES_ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

A. Alternat ive One - No Act ion

Under t .he rNo Act ion ' r  a l ternat . ive min ing would st i l l  occur  on the or ig inal
80 acres area of lease SL-O62648 as proposed by Genwal Coal Company. A
nunber of rnining related impact.s would occur, however, they would not
be extended t .o inc lude the proposed lease modi f icat ion area.  These inpaics
are d iscussed in the fo l lowing sect ion of  th is  repor t .  Impacts to the
var ious resources could occur  i f  development  of  lease SL-O50655 were t ,o
take  p lace .

B,  Al ternat lve Two -  Proposed Act ion

1 .  Sho r t -Te rm and  Res idua l  Impaccs

Substdence could create some impacEs to sur face resources on t .he lease
modi f icat ion area.  At  t .he present .  t . ime,  these impacts cannoc be accur-
ate ly  predictedl  however,  several  general  Cypes of  impacts may be
expected.  Changes in the ground hracer  system caused by subsidence could
a f fec t  su r face  wa t .e r  occu r rence  and  y ie ld .  Any  resu l t an t  changes  i n
t r t a te r  d i s t r i bu t i on  cou ld  a f f ec t  vege ta t i ve  g row th  and /o r  w i l d l i f e  use .
Topog raph i c  su r face  exp ress ions  o f  subs idence ,  such  as  dep ress ions ,
s l o p e  f a i l u r e s ,  t e n s i o n  c r a c k s ,  e t c . ,  c a n  a l s o  b e  e x p e c t e d .

App rop r i a te  m i t i ga t i on  measu res  app l i ed
the  s ign i f i cance  o f  mos r  o f  t hese  impac ts .
would not  be permanent ,  they would ex i .s t
min ing operat , ion.

Eo developments can reduce
Al though most  of  the impacts
through the durat ion of  the

2 .  Sho r t - ce rm and  Long - te rm p roducc i v i cy

Development  of  the proposed lease modi f icat ion would return renta l
f ees  and  p roduc t i on  roya l t i es  ro  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes  a t  t he  races  app l i -
cable to lease SL-O62648.

Most  of  the major  long- term ef fects would resul t .  f rom associated deve-
l opmen ts ,  such  as  po r ta l s ,  conveyo r  sys tems ,  po ! , re r  p lan ts ,  e t c . ,  wh i ch
a re  no t  p roposed  fo r  t h i s  l ease  mod i f i ca t i on .
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the proposed act ion over  the long- term would resulE in  consumpt ion
of  a non-renewable resource and wi l l  deny i ts  use for  fu ture generat ions.

I . l i th  the acquis i t ion and development  of  the addi t ional  acreage the
projected mine l i fe  of  5 years or  the annual  product ion race of  132,OOO
tons as descr ibed in the approved mtne p lan would requi re change.
Essent ia l ly  the mine l i fe  or  the product lon rate would approximatety
double.  In  the case of  the former,  the impact .s  would remain essent ia l ly
the same only cover  a 10 year  or  longer per iod.  In  the case of  the
lat ter ,  product ion and coal  haul  fac i l i t ies woutd requi re upgrading
to susCain the 25O'OOO tons/year  p lus producCion race over  5 years,
which could y ie ld addlc lonal  envi ronmental  impacts.  Ei ther  case would
require the f i l ing of  a mine p lan rnodi f icaClon that  would be subJect
t .o  rev iew and approval .

Long-term bio logic  product lv i ty  based on pre-exis t ing y ie ld of  ground
rtafer  aqul fers may be reduced i f  aqui fers are contaminated due to min ing
operat ions.  Where y ie ld of  an aqui fer  is  reduced,  reduct . ion of  depen-
denc product iv i ty  wi l l  be permanent .  Disrupt lon of  an aqui fer  by under-
ground mining or  subsidence may permanent ly  af fecc water  avai labi l i ty .

3 .  I r r eve rs ib le  and  I r re t r i evab le  Commicmen ts

Approval  of  t .he lease modi f icat ion would i r revers ib ly  and/or  i r ret -
r ievably commit  the coal  resources of  the subject  lands.  A11 other
resources for  rh is  area would remain uncommit ted.

Extract ion of  coal  and associated developments would requi re a conuni t -
men t  o f  l i qu id  f oss i l  f ue1 ,  e lec t r i c  pone r r  l ub r i can t . s ,  exp los i ves ,
manpower ,  mach ine ry ,  s t ruc tu ra l  ma t .e r i a l s ,  e t c .  These  ma te r i a l s  and
e f fo r t s  w i l l  be  i r r e t . r i evab l y  l os t  t o  oche r  uses .

Those aqui fers that  would be physical ly  d is turbed dur ing rn in ing or
subsidence could be i r revers ib ly  changed.  The chemical  qual i ty  of  water
in some aqui fers could be i r revers ib ly  changed.

V. PERSONNEL AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

A. Forest  Serv ice ID Team

The fo l lowing Forest .  Serv ice ID Team convened November 2 and 3,  1981 to
iden t i f y  and  d i scuss  the  i ssues  and  conce rns ,  anE ic ipa ted  e f f ec t s ,  poss ib le
a l t e rna t . i ves  and  m ic iga t i ng  measu res  assoc ia ted  w i th  t h i s  p ro jec t .

tsr*
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Brent Barney
Denn is  Ke l l y
Steven Spencer
B ruce  Jessen

Consu l t an t  w i t h  O the rs

I ra Hatch
Dan Larsen
Jim Jensen
Dwain McGarry
CaroI  Morr lson
Walc Nowak
Gary Say

Engineer,  SO
Hydro log is r ,  SO
Range Conservat ionist ,  D-3
Geo log is t ,  D-3

Dis t r i cc  Ranger ,  D-3
S o i l s ,  S O
Visual.  and Recreat ion, SO
Geolog is t ,  D-3
Wi ld l i fe ,  D-3
Discr ic t  Geo log is t ,  D-3
Forester,  D-3

vr . LIST OF APPENDICES

A. Letcer daeed July 30, 198tr,  f rorn BLM to the Forest service.

B-  LeEter  da ted  June 17 ,  1981,  f , rom the  Fores t  serv ice  to  BLM.

C.  S tandard  Coa l  Lease St ipu t ra t . ions .

ff
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;.:r.ieff sirdii-l-.i'
Re_oional Fcresi,er
Forest Seryfce
324 - 25th Street
Ogden, Utah 9{401

Dear Jeff:

JUL 3 ( } :

0n lioveinbgf 5'1980, gent Flvlng En_terprises, rnc. ff l€.-J an appllcatioc forlease oodlficaticn oi coal t lase Salt Lake?;zeqa- tc initu.rc the followingdescrlbed land ln Eeery Ccunty, Lttah:

T .  I .5  S . ,  R .  I  E- ,  SUi ,  U , . :h
Sec .  5 ,  l o t  4 ;  a
Sec .  6 ,  l o t  l .  .

Ccntalrring lS.Z3 acres

All of t l:es€ lands are tri ihln i!:e bouncaries of the l iantl-Lasa] i;at.icnalForest' /rn enviror:r'.rsntal assessii€ri+- shoulC be rrepared at this t.lr;e.

A report has iren received froa the Geological Survey recor€nc{ng appr.ovalof the_applicarion-:l l :o t le_proposal i, in-=*.i ir;" 'r;;-d;-;erinquishi*ent
oi coal lease sL-05cc55. Thrl r+buld allotg u itn" i ian-vi, ictr iould be devel-oped that uould be less visibie-to-the publlc and provlde for the rfningavallable reserves in a eore 

"iri i ioni 
i"si."r 'nin{ng unrt-

Y"* - |ePor t .shou id@toJeaseandrecq! :EEnr ia t ionconcern-ing-the environr:ental assesiaent as well as siipulatlons rshiih should bef ncluded in the proposed npdf fied teaie. 
-n.-"ill 

also/neez-a E#iffiEiperialnlng to tlre g.!g!-ulaf the current land use plan for the area and ltsgg{cSaoeeto the@iiorrents contained tn 43 cFR 320.1-5 and 43 cFR31?5.?-

Tlre-regulat{ons also require thal^l pgU*lg_Eeeljjs be held co'cerning theenv inor rcen ta Iassessnend .ueucu tJ i f f i rd ina teu i th theFcres t
Servlce cn a jolni-publlc aeetlngwhea you feei t i l t t i l l i"pi..t ipn of the

tOFtSt SfRvtCE :r,r
uAfln.LAslr r.lr ronrt rorrfr+u

rRrcr R. o. ]L-

AUG-4 NBI 
(

ffiJ"Az"1o keJ;nton..f-
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environrental assessnent repcrt ls suffic{ently advanced to sclredule the
be BLt{'s contac! ggt*-this-publfc aeetlng. Ttre EoaL 0lstrlct.-0,f-f!-ce uould

-mtter.

ile have enclosad a copy of ttre appllcatlon and Geological Survey Report
for your Inforeatlon-

Slncerely yours'

a --/
C.OZpa*lt

Sbie Director
. . ^ : : ! . ' q

Enclosure
Geologlcal Survey Repcrt
Exploratlon Plan

cci-Forest Supervisor, iiantl-LaSal liational Forest
35C Eait ihin, Frice, Utah c450i

i{oab Clstrlct Office
f$



Si-:ere1y,

-William L Johreon
4

r.it,)- L. XA.:T !:AYS. JR.'
Deprty Reglor-e1 Forester
Resources

Zoclcsure

c c :
Hactl-I.aSal liF

-{'a (:a ftPfut'tsti :-

324 25th si:cer
Ogden, IIX . 94401

:

!{r. Dean E- Sreponet
Act!.ng Orah Staie DLrector
Bureau of LaaC Y.arag*.nt
135 Past Soui.b Te=ple
SeLt l-eke Clty, UT 84111

2820

JUN 1'7 1981

ar
Dea.r l lr. Stepeaek:

lbclosed r's ea Fne{ssnaea--e1 t-ssesa::esc peri.aiDiag to tbe re_adjusi=egc
of Seceral coal Lease sl-c5o655. lhe .=1"r"="oi addresses borb the
1aalls5lnaui of ihe coal le:se :nd a prefenred altenatLve r.*rlcb !.avolses
t'ne re}iaguleb=:-.t of tbe subJect lease aa.d a rcdif!.cstloa oi ?erieral
cosl Lease SI-*52548 to eb;a-ce a= addl.t ior:e.l EO acres of coal. lcads 1s:

T -  1 6  S - ,  8 . . t 7  E - ,  S l I {  n = o e l y ;
S e c -  5 ,  L o r  4 ;
Sec -  6 ,  I . o t  1 .

.l-s ladtcateC I.n Apee-€L- A of t'ne L{, the possibl.liiy of n:ch ,a ac:lo;
ses e;q>Iored about 4 years ago. our fi les shov tberl be.s be:-.no foilor-p
co tb1s propos'l, altbougb :l l  csnce:raoJ partles (fS_gt:_CS) ard t-ce
le.ssees rrere agreeable to tbe act!.cs.

8 e f o r e r ' . e s u b - . l E o r : r f 1 . = 1 r e c o = = e = d a t i o e ' s o o t h 1 s 1 e e ' s e r e a d 3 - . 5 i - 3 ' c '
u e g o u f " d a p p r e c 1 a t e y o u E r e v l . e v o f o u r E a a c 7 o u r e v ' . i . r = i 1 o D o f i b e
pcssr'bil iE of a l lodl'f1cat!.oa of sl-c62643 to lnclude 60 acres oi coal
land, ln effecr aa e=chsnge -for coor rease'sl-05o655.
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STIPIILI\:IION 1

The coal contained wLthln the
lease shall be extracted only

STIPIILATION 2

APPBNDTX /r c

UANACEMENT REQUIREMENTS
STANDARD COAL LEASE STIPI'LATIONS

(

lease area and authorized for mining under thls
by underground mining methods.

ir*
i l : :

A11 support faclll.t!.es, structures, equipment, and slmilar developments will be
removed fron the lease area wlthln two years after the flnal termination of use
of such facillties. A11 dl.sturbed areas and those areas occupl.ed by such faci-
lit.Les wlll be rehabilltated ln accordance wl.th an approved reclamatlon plan'

30 CFR 2ll and the rrsurface MLning Control and Reclamacion Act of L977" or
approved Utah program as appllcable.

STIPI'LATION 3

(a) Before undertaklng any actLvitles that may disturb the surface of the leased
I-ands, the Lessee may be required to conduct a eultural resource intensive field
inventory i-n a manner specifled by the Regional DirecEor and the Authorized
Offlcer of the surface managl.ng agency on portions of the mine plan area and
adjacent areas, or exploratLon plan area, that may be adversely affected by lease-
related activities and which nere not previously inventoried at such a level of
intensity. The inventory shall be conducted by a qualified professional cul-tural
resource specialist (1.e., archaeologlst, historlan, or historical architect, as

appropriate), approved by the Authorized Officer of the surface managing agency
and a report of the inventory and recomaendations for protecting any cultural
resources identified sha1l be submitted to che Regional Director (or the District
Mining Supervisor if activities are associated vith coal exploratlon outside an

approved mining permit area) and the Auchorized Officer of the surface managing
agency. The Lessee shall undertake measures, in accordance with instructions
from the Regional Dlrector (or the Dlstrict Mining Supervisor if activities are
assoclated with coal exploratl.on outside an approved nlning pernlt area), to
protect cul-turaL resources on the leased 1and. The Lessee shall not coumence
the surfaie disturbing activLties untll permission to proceed is given by the
Regional Director or the District Mlning Supervisor as aPPropriate.

(b) The Lessee shall protect all cultural resource propertles within the lease
area from lease-related activities until the cultural resource mitigation measures

can be irnplenented as part of an approved mining and reclamation pl-an or explora-

tion plan.

(c) The cost of conducting the inventory, preparing reports, and carrying out
nitigation measures shall be borne by the Lessee.
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(d) If cultural resources are dlscovered during operatlons under thls lease, the
Lessee shall l.rnmediately brlng theu to the attentl.on of the Regl.onal Dlrector
(or the Dlstrlct Mining Supervl.sor as appropriate), and the Authortzed Offfcer,
Surface Uanagement Agency. The Lessee shall not disturb such resources excePt
as nay be subsequently authorl.zed by the Reglonal Director (or the Dlstrtct
Mining Supervisor). Wittrtn two (2) worktng days of notl.fLcation, the Regional
Dlrector (or the District Mining Supervisor, as appropriate) will evaluate or
have evaluated any cultural resources discovered and will determine if any
actlon nay be requLred to protect or preserve such discoveries.

(e) All- cultural resources shall remain under the Jurisdiction of the United
States until ownership is determlned under applLcable law.

STIPT'LATION 4

Before undertaklng any actlvitles that nay dlsturb the surface or the leased lands,
the Lessee sha1l contact the Reglonal DLrector and Authorl-zed Officer of the-
Surfaee Managenent Agency to determLne whether the Lessee w111 be requlred to
conduct a paleontological appraisal of the mine plan and adjacent areas' or
exploration plan areas, that nay be adversely affected by lease-related activities.
If the Reglonal Director and Authorized Officer, Surface Management Agency'
determines that one is necessary, the paleontological appraisal shalI be conducted
by a gualified paleontologist approved by che Authorized Officer of the surface
unnagement agency, using the publtshed literature and, where approPriate, fteld
appraisals for determining the possibl-e existence of fossils of scientl.fic sign-
iflcance. A report of che appraisal and recomendations for proEecting any fossils
of significant scientific int,erest on the Leased lands so identified shall be
submltced to and approved by the Regional Director and the Authorized Officer'
Surface'Mauagenent Agency. l{hen necessary to protect and/or collect the fossils
of slgnificant scientific Lnterest on the leased lands, the Lessee shal1 undertake
the measures provided in the approval- of the mining and reclamation plan or
exploration p1an.

(a) The Lessee shalL not knowingly disturb, alter, destoryr or take any fossils
of significant scientific interest, and shall protect all such fossils in confor-
nance with the measures included ln the approval of the mining and reclamation
plan or exploration plan.

(b) The Lessee shall innediately bring any such fossils that night be altered or
destroyed by his operation to the attendion of the Regional Director or the
District Mining Supervisor, as appropriate. Operations rnay conti.nue as long as
the fossil specimen or specinens would not be seriously damaged or destroyed by
the activity. The Regional DirecLor or the District Mining Supervisor' as
appropriate, shall evaluate or have evaluated such discoveries brought to his
attention and, wl-thin five (5) worklng days, shall notify the Lessee what action
shall be taken with respect to such discoveries.
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(o (a
(c) A11 such fossl'ls of signlflcant scientific lnterest shalL rernaln under thejurlsdlctLon of the unlted itates until ownershlp is determlned under appllcablelaw' copies of-all paleontological resource data generated as a result of thelease term requirements wrll be provided to the Regional Director or the.Dl.strlctMining Supervlsor, as appropriate.

(d) These conditions apply to al.l- such fosslls of signr.flcant scientlfic Lnteresrdiscovered wtthtn the Leasl area wher;;r-;i;;;i"r"a in the overburden, Lnrerburden,or coal se'n or seams. Fosslls of signilicant scientifl.c interest do not Lncludethose fossl'ls conmonly encountered duii.ng underground nining operations such asferns and dinosaur tracks- skeletal- r"roiirr" shall be considered sl.gnificant.

STIPT'LATION 5

The Lessee shall, prlor to entry upon the lease, eonduct an intensl.ve fieldinventory for threatened and enianiered plant 
".ra/or ""ir"i "f".i..", 

bald or goldeneagles, or nlgratory specles of hrgh Federal lnterest on those areas to be dlsturbedand/or lmpacted tncludtng the access routes to the lease area. The Lnventory shallbe conducted by a qualified specialist(s) approved by the Authorlzed officer,Surface Management Agencyr 
".rd " 

report of the inventory and recomendatl.on forthe protection of these specLes subrnitred ao 
"rrJ--"ppr""la 

iy lie e,rtr,or1zedofficer, surface Managenent Agency, and Regional Director or District lll-nLngsupervi'sor as apPropriate. An acceptable report of any findl.ngs shal-l Lncludethe specific location, distribution, and habitat requirements of the specles.The Lessee shall procect these species within the lease area from any actlvltLesassociated with operations conducted under the terms of the lease and shallundertake such protect'ive measures as Itray be required by the Authorlzed offLcer,surface Management Agencyr and Regional- Director or District Mining supervisor .
as approprlate.

STIPI]LATION 6

Powerlines used in conjuncti.on wi.th the mining of
constructed so as to coaform with the publicafion
Raptor Protectiou on powerlines,' CEdison Electric
feasible, powerlines w-ill be located at least lO0

STIPT'LATION 7

The Lessee sha1l provide for the suppression and control- of fugitlve dust onall haul roads, and at coal hauliog,- transportation, and storage facilities.The nigration of-road-surfacing ateriars shaIl be controll-ed by waterlng, chemica1treatmeat or hard surfacing- Loss of gravel courses shall be periodicalry repraced.

r-
coal from this lease shall be
"suggested Practices for
Inst i tute, 1975).  I {hen
yards from public roads.
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STIPT'LATION 8

In order to avoid surface disturbance on steep canyon slopes and the need for
surface access' all surface breakouts for ventl-lation tunnels sha11 be const-
ructed fron insl.de the mLrre, except at specific locations approved by the
Regional Dlrector with the concurrence of the Authorized OffLcer, Surface
Managernent Agency and the DLstrice Uining Supervlsor.

STIPI'LATION 9

Prior to nining, the Lessee shall perform a study to secure adequate basel-l"ne
data to quantl.fy the existing surface resources on and adJacent to the lease
area. The study uill be established in consultation with and approved by the
Authorlzed Offlcer, Surface l{anagement Agency, the Regional Director, and the
District Minlng Supervisor and shall be adequate to locate, quantify, and demon-
strate the Lnter-relatLonship of the geol-ogy, topography, surface hydrology,
vegetetLon, and wtldllfe. Baseline data will be established so that future -
Prograns of observatl.on can be incorporated at regular intervals for comparl.son.

STIPI'LATION IO

The Lessee shall establish a monitoring system to locate, measure, and quantify
the progressl.ve and final effects of underground mining activities on the topo-
graphic surface, underground and surface hydrology, and vegetation. The uronitoring
system shall util ize techniques which will provide a continuing record of change
over time and an analytical nethod for location and measurement of a sufficient
number of points over the lease area. The monitoring shaLl be an extension of
the baseline data and shall be conducted by a method approved by the Reglonal
Director in consul-tat.ion with and concurrence by the Authorized Officer, Surface
l.lanagement Agency and District Mining Supervisor.

STIPULATION 11

Underground mining operations shall- be conducted in such a nanner so as to prevent
surface subsidence that wouLd: (1) cause the creation of hazardous conditions such
as potentlal escarpment faLlure and landslides, (2) cause danage to surface
structures, and improvements, and (3) danage or alter the flow of perennial stre€rms.
The Lessee in his mining plan sha1l provide specific measures for the protection
of escarpments. The Regional Director in consultation with and concurrence of the
District Mining Superivsor and Authorl.zed Officer, Surface Management Agency, shall
approved such measures and rury prescribe any additional measures to be employed
such as nining methods, specify the amount of coal recovered, and determine any
corrective measures considered necessary to assure that escarpment faiLure does
not occur except at sPecifically approved locations, or that hazardous conditions
are not created.
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STIPT'LATION 12

Existing surface improvements required for the surface uses of the lease area
will need to be protected or maintained to provide for the post-minlng
continuance of the current l-and uses. ExistLng surface improvernents whose uttlity
may be lost or darnaged as a result of nining activlties are to be replaced or
restored.

STIPUI.ATION 13

The Lessee shal-I reclaLm
operations to a land use
grazing, big game winter

STIPT'LATION 14

all areas disturbed as a result of rnining and exploratlon
capable of supporting the preuining levels of livestock
range, and other wlldltfe habitat.

At the conclusions of the minLng operatl.on, or at the reguest of the Authorlzed
Officer of the Surface Managing Agency, all danaged, dlsturbed, or displaced
land monuments, accessories and appendages shall be replaced or restored in
their orlginal location (or at other locatlons that meet the needs of the land
net, and as approved by the Authorized Officer of the Surface Managing Agency)
and shall be done at the expense of the Lessee.


